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This initiative aims to improve a range of health and life outcomes by
engaging disconnected youth and young adults.

Disconnected Youth (DY) refers to kids ages 5-17 years old who do not
have a safe environment, a positive activity, and a trusted adult outside
of school time. DY are at increased risk for drug use and unsafe sexual
activity. DY also experience a decrease in achievement test scores,
grades, and school attendance.

Disconnected Young Adults (DYAs) refers to people between 16-24 years
old who are not in school and not working. DYAs are three times more
likely to suffer from depression and twenty times more likely to live in
correctional and psychiatric facilifies. They are also one-sixth as likely to

The Paso del Note Health Foundation’s Board of Directors

approved the following strategies to address disconnected
kids and young adults for 2022-2025.
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obtain a high school or college degree, and are at increased risk for
diseases like diabetes, high blood pressure, and stroke. The annual cost
associated with DYAs in the El Paso area is approximately $84 million.

Various opportunities exist to address disconnection. Job readiness
programs, like apprenticeships, Job Corps, internships, and Youth Build
provide training and education. All twelve school districts in Region-19
offer career technology education. Additionally, there are 27 schools
within Region-19 and 21 schools in southern New Mexico that offer
dual-credit classes, advance placement, and early college education
options. The education system in Mexico is different. In Cd Judrez, MX, for

example, private organizations offer job training as a form of recruitment.
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